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On the Importance of thofe early intellelual and moral 
Acquifitions, which furnifh the beft Refources in the 
various Vicifitudes of Life: 


A TALE. 


R. Jeffries was a rich merchant who lived in the greateft 
{plendour: He kept a vaft many fervants, and had 
feveral carriages. His houfe in London was fpacious, and 
fitted up in the moft coftly manner 3 nor was his country feat 
lefs magnificent. This gentleman had two fons : Lewis and 
Archibald. As foon as they were of a proper age, they were 
put under the tuition of a worthy clergyman, who lived at fome 
diftance from the metropolis. As thefe childrenhad been ac- 
cuftomed to a life of indolent indulgence, to do nothing for 
themfelves, and to have fervants conftantly attending them, they 
were weak in body, and debilitated in mind. Their wifhes, 
however abfurd, had always been gratified, and hence, though 
of much poffefled, they were with nothing pleafed. ‘Their 
defires increafed from the facility with which they were come 
plied, and only fervedto render them frettul and diffatisfied. 
What they had did not gratify them, and what they withed for, 
when obtained, pleafed them no longer. 

Such were the pupils Mr. Briant received: Their pride was 
equal to their indolence, they conftantly rang the bell for every 
trifle they wanted, and gave orders in the moft imperious man- 
ner. They complained of the fatigue they endured, becaule 
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they were obliged to walk inftead of having a carriage always 
at their command. 

Mr. Briant, who was a man of fenfe and learning, and who 
knew much of life, was certain that with fuch difpofitions his 
pupils could never be happy, notwith{tanding the bounty which 
diftinguifhed their lot. 

To poffefs the means of happinefs is not fufficient, unlefs we 
know how to apply them ; and of this knowledge how many 
are ignorant |! how rarely is plenty enjoyed by thofe who riot in 
profufion! How feldom are the fweets of reft tafted by fuch 
ashave no employment! To fubdue fuperfluous wifhes, to 
learnto prefer what is really good, to what only appears fo, is 
the way to betruly happy. We ought never to fhrink even 
from labour and toil, if by it our virtue is ftrengthened, or the 
good of our fellow-creatures is promoted. To fubdue every 
fordid and felfihh inclination, and to oppofe to them the pure 
precepts of benevolence and philanthropy, can alone raife any 

ne above that equality, which is the natural inheritance of all. 

It was the active and arduous endeavour of Mr. Briant, to 
erafe from the minds of his pupils thofe pernicious maxims 
they had long been fuffered to indulge ; to lead them to nobler 
aims, than merely living at the expence of others, and pafling 
their timein lftlels idlenefs. By degrees he inured them to 
exercife, and they often affifted him in cultivating a garden 
which belonged to hishoufe. Eager to imitate what they faw, 
they wercinlenfibly led to better habits; and their minds as 
wellas their bodies were ftrengthened by them. They arofe 
early in the morning, which, thoagh at firft they found difficult, 
ufe foon made agreeable. A delightful walk, or a ftory from 
Mr. Briant, more than repaid them for every exertion. Their 
breakfatt was rendered entertaining bya recapitulation of the 
events of the preceding day, and whenever they had performed 
any praife-worthy aGtion, the warmeit commendations ree 
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returned to their improvements, and their ufeful avocations, 
Befide the ftudies and accomplifhments deemed neceflary for 
their rank, they were inftructed by Mr. Briant in the know- 
ledge of agriculture, in allits various aad ufeful branches. 
They were aftonifhed to fee by what numerous and extenfive 
labours man is fupplied with food ; andin proportion as they 
faw how much they depended upon others they became more 
affable and obliging. ‘They would frequently go into the fields 
to fee the plough open the bofom of the earth, the fower {cate 
ter the feeds, and the harrow finith the toil ; they would watch 
the feed as it broke through the ground, and the green blade 
asit began tofprout. In the joyous time of harveft, they 
would affift the poor gleaners, and intreat Mr. Briant to throw 
them a few handfuls from the rich theaves. By this conduéct 
they endeared themfelves to every one, and there was fcarcely 
a cottager in the village who had not caufe to revere the names 
of Lewisand Archibald. Far from defpifing the menial, but 
ufeful offices of life, they felt the greateft pleafure in rendering 
themfelves ufeful. They nolonger fighed fora gilded coach, 
nor a numerous train of ufclefs dependents. 

Their progrefs in learning was equal to the improvements 
of their minds, and whatever advantages they might derive 
from their rank, were far inferior to thofe their intrinfic merit 
beftowed. 

At length, after finifhing their ftudies at Oxford, they re- 
turned to their father, fuch fons as any father might delight to 
own, The fplendour, the cpulence which furrounded them, 
gave them frequent opportunities of being ferviceable to their 
fellow-creatures; nor did they ever let fuch opportunities pals 
unheeded. 

But, alas! How uncertain is every thing mortal! Mr. 
Jeffries, whofe fuccefs in life had hitherto been invariable, now 
experienced a cruel reverie. “Ihe fudden breaking out of war 
firft involved him in difficulties, anda houfe, with whom he 
had very large connetions {topping payment, plunged him ftill 
deeper in ruin. The information of feveral fhips which were 
freighted tor him being captured, completed the fatal blow; 
after all his debts were paid he found himfclf mafter of little 
more than 4000). 

This, to aman who had been accuftomed to fpend fuch a 
fum as the yearly expences of his houfhold, was but a degree 
removed from poverty. Inthe firft agony of grief and dilap- 
pointment, he abandoned himfelf to defpair, till the affec- 
tionate and dutiful attention of his fons recalled him to reafon 
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and reflection. They made ufe of every folacing argument 
they thought likely to comfort him, and added, as neither guilt 
nor imprudence had been the caufe of his misfortunes, he could 
in no refpect upbraid himfelf; but mult endeavour more calmly 
to fubmit tothe difpenfations of Heaven, ‘ We are young,” 
faid they, * healthy, and ftrong, and by our labour we will {till 
fupport you in eafe and plenty ; longenough have you thus 
fupported us. We have now an opportunity of fhewing our 
gratitude; fo {weet will be the office, that the melancholy oc~ 
cafion which called it forth, fhall be wholly forgotten.” The 
afflited father made no anfwer, but folded them tenderly to his 
bofom.” , 

By the advice of his friends, and the concurring wifhes of 
his own breaft, he determined to leave England, as he could 
not bear that the place which had witnefled his former gran- 
deur, fhould behold his prefent abafement. He had unfor- 
tunately been accuftomed tolook on wealth as the only means 
of happineis ; the luxuries it afforded, the refpect it command- 
ed, were dearer than ever tohis bofom ; and though while he 
pofleffed riches he was ftill anxious for more, and {till found that 
accumulation fatisfied not his wifhes, nor atall added to his real 
enjoyments, he could now neither refign his wealth with fore 
tituce, nor bear its lofs with fubmiffion. He had a leflon to 
learn which to him was very difficult, that incuftry and content 
are better fecurities of happinefs, than wealth and parade. 
The fmall fum which was left of his immenfe riches, he pro- 
profed laying out in the purchafe of fome land in Jamaica; 
whither with his two fons he immediately repaired, 

Lewis and Archibald, whofe education had fturnifhed them 
with refources of which no chance could deprive them, and 
which enabled them to live contentedly in any {phere, fym- 
pathized moft fincerely in the afflictions of their father, and by 
their dutiful and unremitted attention endeavoured to lighten 
them ; but poverty prefented not itfelf to them in a form fo 
dreadful ; they were willing and able to fupport themlelves by 
active induftry, and they poflefied fufficient refolution to make 
their wifhes fubfervient to their power of gratifying them. 

On their arrival in the Weft Indies, they remained, for a few 
days, ata friend of Mr. Jeffries, and then repaired to their own 
dwelling. ‘This was fmail, and had been built, not for purpofes 
of luxury, but from motives of convenience ; it was i{weetly 
fituated, and prefented to the eye the moft beautiful and romane 
tic fcenery that can be imagined. 

It is impoffidle to deferibe the fenfations which the beautifully 
picturefque views of Jamaica occafioned in Lewis and Archi- 
bald, 
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bald, for their father was too much abforbed in forrow, to be 
fenfible of fuch pleafures, They afcended a neighbouring hill 
to contemplate at leifure the lovely fcene. From this emi- 
nence they beheld rivers winding ina majeftic courfe along 
the rich plain, and in fome places fkirted by woods decked 
with perpetual verdure, ‘There rich favannahs opened to 
diftant fcenes, where the foot of European had feldom trod, 
Every thing which could pleafe the eye, all that could fatiate 
avarice, and gratify luxury, were here combined! But, ah ! 
dreadful were the means by which the latter were accomplifhed, 
Here poor, toiling wretches dragged on a miferable exiftence, 
to contribute to the artificial wants of others; and while plenty 
{miled around them, they were obliged to fatisfy the cravings of 
hunger with a piece of dried fith, their common and fcanty 
fare! 

In the generous, the humane, the well-formed minds of 
Lewis and Archibald, fuch an abufe of power could create no 
other fenfations than deteftation of the oppreflor, and pity for 
the oppreffed ; and they refolved, if Providence fhould fo far 
profper their induftry, as to place them ina higher ftation, their 
dependents fhould {weeten the bread of labour wi h the fmiles 
of freedom. 

They were foon employed in cultivating the little ground 
their father poflefled, and this, fo far from confidering as a dee 
gradation, was the fource of their highett pleafures: They 
were giving the ftrongeft proofs of filial affection, they were 
returning fome part of the debt they had contracted with their 
late munificent father. 

Ina country fo bountiful as Jamaica, the neceffaries of life 
were eafily procured; but Lewis and his brother fought for 
their father thofe luxuries to which he was {till but too much 
attached, 

Their little plantation flourifhed beyond their moft fanguine 
expectations, and beltowed an ample reward on their pious ins 
duftry, The next year they increafed their quantity of land, 
and had again the moft abundant crops. They now found it 
neceflary to employ more fervants, but flavery contaminated 
not their labours. ‘Tvhe generous youths gave them emancie 
pation, and then hired them, leaving them fo far mafters of 
themfelves, as tobe able to leave their fituation whenever it 
became unpleafant. 

Increaling wealth did not, in Lewis and Archibald, create 
avarice, or nu: ture pride; on the contrary, they were equally mo= 
derate in their defires, and affable aud courteous in their mane 
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ners. Their fervants, unaccuftomed to fuch kind treatment as 
they now expericaced, were as much attached to them from 
affection, as from duty. 

In the courfe of twenty years, by their induftry, upright in- 
tegrity, and the bleflings of heaven, they acquired a very large 
fortune, and now, with their father, returned to England. 
There they iived, not to f{quander, but to enjoy their wealth ; 
to tafte the only real delight wealth can impart, that of aflifting 
the needy, and comforting the afflicted. 

Mr. Jeffries lived not long after his return to England, and 
on his deathbed, calling his fons and friends around him, he 
fpoke to them thus : ** Twenty years have I been fupported by 
theinduftry of my fons ; who have much more than repaid, 
whatever they may have received from me. They have been 
refigned in adverfity, cheerful inthe midft of affliction, have 
patiently borne with all my infirmities, and have been the un- 
fhaken props of my old age. Heaven has looked upon them 
with its moft favouring eye, and has amply rewarded their 
exemplary virtue. May their fons deferve, and receive from 
them fuch praifes as, even now, it is my delight to beitow! In 
the midft of plenty, even when fortune fmiled upon me, I 
never experienced half the real pleafure the worth of my chil- 
dren has imparted to my heart. Oh, deferving objects of my 
fondeft affection, receive my blefling; accept all the gratitude 
a parent can beftow !”” Herehe ceafed, the fhades of death 
clofed his eyes, and he funk to eternal repofe. 

As foon as Lewis and Archibald had paid the laft duties to 
their father, they haftened to Mr. Briant, whom they contidered 
as a fecond parent, to teftify to him that gratitude which warms 
ed their bofoms. It was to him they owed the early culture 
of their hearts; it was he whohad firft led them tothe paths 
of virtue and taught them thofe ufeful exercifes, which as_ they 
are conducive to the fupport of man, no one ought to be 
afhamed to perform. The mutability of human attairs may 
convince us, that he who is born to riches is not always fecure 
of their pofiefion. Some unlooked-forftorm may blaft his 
fairelt profpects; fome unexpected misfortune deftroy his 
deareft hopes. How helple{s, how contemptible is the ftate of 
that man, who is bereaved of pleafures whote lofs he has not 
fortitude to fupport, nor knowledge fufficient to regain ! _Ignos 
sant of every thing ufetul, of every thing which makes the 
real beaft of man, he finks to the grave unpitied and unla- 
mented. But,onthe contrary, what can mistortune take from 
thofe, who, like Lewis and Archibald, are capable of fupport- 
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ing themfelves under every adverfity ; who are not influenced 
by that falfe fhame which difdains what is ufeful, becaufe it is 
menial. Poverty can take but little from thofe who are tem- 
perate and indaltrious, Heaven feldom fails to reward the 
labours of virtue, and its blefling is more peculiarly promifed 
tothofe, who, in all trials, purfue the road of integrity and 
honour. 





For tHe WeEekLty ENTERTAINER. 
Ou the STATE of the FRENCH FINANCES, 


{From Perlet’s Journal, a much-efteemed French Paper.] 


Perlet’s Fournal, No. 947, Page 226, April. 


« O* the report of Monnot, from the Committee of Fi- 

nances, it appears that the receipts for the jaft month 
amounted to 179 million, 195 thouland, 832 livres, 12 fous, 
comprifing 126 million, 526 thouland, 302 livres, from the 
fales of national property, and our expences are 817 million, 
33 thouland, 65g livres, which caufes a deficit of 637 million, 
$27 thoufand, 826 livres, per month.” 

Chis deficit, | calculate, according to the value of affig- 
nats, in April, waich was 200 livres, for one Lous d’or ia 
{peciey amounts in fterling money to 265 thoufand pounds per 
month. Since that date affignats have depreciated, and are 
now at 3200 livres for the Louis, which amounts. to the enor- 
mous {fui of 4 millions fte:ling per month, a deficit only. 


Perlet’s Fournal, No 955, Page 292, May 7, 1795: 

“ Vernier (Deputy) oppofes the plan propofed by Dubois 
Crance, as impracticable, and prefents the account of affignats 
actually in circulation, amounting to 8 milliard, 118 million, 
869 thoufand livres. 

Bourdon de l’Oife (Deputy) fays, “ If you don’t make 
hafte, and retire the afignats from the ‘circulation, you will 
inevitably reduce us to a bankruptcy in lefs than fix moaths.” 

since the time of May 7, 1795, to November 17 laft, che 
Paris papers announce there are 30 milliards, or 30 thoutand 
millions tn circulation, which is an increale of 22 williards in 
the fhort {pace of tix months ! when, from the firit ifluing out 
the aflignats, about four years and half to May 7, 1795, the 
Whole amount was no more than eight milliards. 

Perlet’s 
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Perlet's Fournal, No. 957, May 9; 1795) Page 305. 


Bourdon de l’Oife. ‘ I have made my declaration relative 
to the finances, but I believe it is not fufficiently explicit. 
I have faid, and I repeat it, that we have fifteen milliacds of 
national property, as a fecurity for our affignats. It is very 
evident that thefe fifteen milliards are calculated according to 
the value of the affignats, before they were dep:eciated, as in 
Johannot’s calculation, he reckons the value of an arpent of 
wood at 400 livres, when it has been told, and is now {felling 
at 4000 livres.” 





An interefting Account of the Behaviour of two Efqu- 
maux Indians who were brought to London, in the 
Year 1772. 


[From «* A Journal of Tranfaétions and Events, during a Refi- 
dence of nearly fixteen Years on the Coaft of Labrador, by 
George Cartwright, Efgq. in three Volumes 4to.’’] 


ec FI seracnpsr ee 1772. Friday 11, to Sunday 13.—At 

|. three o’clock this afternoon we came to an anchor 
in the Downs, and took a pilot on board. We failed from 
thence the next morning, and in twenty-four hours came to 
an anchor in Gravefend road ; I landed with the two men, and 
fet off for London in a poit chaife, where we arrived at three 
in the afternoon. 

“© Monday 14.—I went down the river this morning, met 
the veflel in the Pool, and brought the women on fhore. 
They were greatly aftonifhed at the number of thipping 
which they faw in theriver; for they did not fuppofe that there 
were fo many in the whole world; But I was exceedingly 
difappointed to obferve them pafs through London-bridge 
without taking much notice of it. 1 foon difcovered that 
they took it for a natural rock which extended acrofs the river. 
They laughed at me when I told them it was the work of 
men; nor could I make them believe it, till we came to Black- 
friars-bridge, which I caufed them to examine with more at 
tention; fhewing them the joints, and pointing out the marks 
of the chifels upon the ftones, They no fooner comprehended 
by what means fuch a {tructure could be erected, than they 
exprefled their wonder with aftonithing fignificancy of coune 
tenanta 
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& On their arrival being known, I had fo many applications 
for admittance to fee the new vifitors, that my time was wholly 
taken up in gratifying the curiofity of my friends and their 
acquaintance; and the numbers who came made my lodgings 
very inconvenient to the landlord as weil as to myfelf. I theres 
fore refolved to look out for a houfe. I -foon hired a {mall 
one, ready furnifhed, for ten guinéas a month, in Little Cafties 
ftreet, Oxford-market, and removed thither. 

“« Being willing, as faras lay in my power, to comply with 
the inceflant applications of my friends for a fight of the 
Indians 3 and finding it impoffible either to have any reft, or 
time to tranfact bufinefs, | appropriated two days a week to 
that purpofe, viz. Tuefdays and Fridays. On thofe cays, 
not only my houfe was filled, even to an inconvenience, but 
the ftreet was fo much crowded with carriages and people, that 
my refidence was a great nuifance to the neighbourhood, 

*: As their kin dreffes had a dirty appearance and an offen- 
five {mell, I provided a quantity of broad-cloth, flinnel, and 
beads, together with whatever elfe was neceflary; and the 
women now having leifure to work, and being excellent tay- 
lors, foon clothed them all anew; preferving their own fathion 
in the cut of their garments. 

“ IT once took the men to the opera when their Majeftics 
were there, and we chanced to fit near Mr. Colman, the mae 
nager of Covent-Garden Theatre, who politely invited all the 
Indians and myfelf toa play at his houfe. He fixed on Cyme 
beline, and they were greatly delighted with the reprefentation. 
Bu: their pride was n-oft highly gratified, at being received 
with a thundering applaufe by the audience, on entering the 
box. The men foon obferved to their wives, that they were 
placed in the King’s box, and received in the fame manner as 
their Majefties were at the opera; which added confiderably 
to the pleafure which they felt from the tout enfemble. Never 
did I obferve fo young a child pay fuch unremitting attention 
to the whole reprefentation, as little [ckeuna: No fooner did 
the {words begin toclath, in the fighting {cene between Polt- 
humus and Jachimo, but fhe fet up a moft feeling (Cream. 

“ About a fortnight after our arrival in town, having pro- 
vided great-coats, boots, and hats fur the men, in order that 
they might pafs through the itrects unobferved, I took Ate 
tuiock with me, and walked beyond the Tower. We there 
took boat, rowed up the river, and landed at Weftmintfter- 
bridge; from whence we walked to Hyde-park Corner, and 
then home again. I was in great expectation, that he would 
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begin to relate the wonders which he had feen, the iaftaut he 
eatered the room; but I found myfelf greatly difappointed. 
He immediately fat down by the fire-fide, placed both his 
hands on his knees, leaned his head_ forward, fixed his eyes on 
the ground in a ftupid ftare; and continued in that pofture 
for a confiderable time. At length, tofling up his head, and 
fixing his eyes on the ceiling, he broke out in the following 
foliloguy: § Ob! Tam tired; here are too maay houfes; too 
much {moke; too many people; Labrador is verv good; feals 
are plentiful. there ; 1 with I was back again.’ By which 
I could plainly perceive, that the multiplicity and variety of 
objects had confounded his ideas; which were too much con- 
fined to comprebend any thing but the inconveniencies that he 
had met with. And indced, the*longer they continued in 
England, the more was I convinced of the truth of that opi- 
nion: For. their admiration increafed in proportion, as their 
ideas expanded; ‘till at length they began more clearly to 
comprehend the ufe, beauty, and mechanifm of what they 
faw ; though the greater part of thefe were as totally loft upon 
them, as they would have been upon one of the brute creation. 

“ Although they had often pafled St. Paul’s without betray- 
ing any great aftonifhment, or at leaft not fo muchas all Eue 
ropeans do at the firit fight of ove of thofe ftupendous iflands 
of ice, which are daily to be feen near the eaft coaft of their 
own countrys yet when I took them to the top of it, and 
convinced them that it was built by the hands of men, (a cir- 
cumftance which had not entered their heads before, for they 
had fuppofed ig a natural production) they were quite loft in 
amazement. The people below, they compared to micc; 
and intifted that it muft at leaft be as high as Cape Charles, 
which is a mountain of confiderable altitude. Upon my afk- 
ing them how they fhould defcribe it to their countrymen on 
their retura, they replicd, with a look of the utmoft expreffion, 
they fhould neither mention it, nor many other things which 
they had feen, left they fhould be called liars, from the feeming 
impoflibility of fuch aftonitbing facts. 

“ Walking along Piccadilly one day with the two men, 
I took them iato a fhop to dhew them a collection of animals. 
We had no-fgoner entered than I oblerved their attention 
rivetted on a {mall monkey ; and I could perceive horror moft 
ftrongly depictured in their countenances, At length the 
old man turned to me and faultered out, * Is that an Efqui- 
mau?’ I muft confefs that both the colour and contour of the 
countenance has confiderable refemblance to the people of 
their 
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their nation; but how they could conceive it poffible for an 
Efquimau to be reduced to that diminutive fize, I am wholly 
at a lofS to account for; unlefs they had fixed their attention 
on the countenance only, and had not adverted to any other 
particulars. On pointing out feveral other monkies of dif+ 
ferent kinds, they were greatly diverted at the miftake which 
they had made ; but were not well pleated to obferve, that 
monkies refembled their race much more than our’s, 

“ The parrots, and other talkative birds, ncxt attrafted 
their notice. And it was a great treat to me, both then and 
at all other times, to obferve their different emotions, much 
more forcibly expreffed in their countenances, than is poflible 
to be done by thofe, whofe feelings are not equally genuine. 
Civilized nations imperecptibly contract an artificial expreffion 
of countenance, to help ovt their languid feeliigs; for know= 
Iedge, by a communication with the wotld and books, en- 
lightens our ideas fo much, that they are not fo liable to be 
taken by furprife, asthe uninformed mind of the favage, who 
never had the leaft hint given him, that ceftain things are in 
exiftence ; confequently, they break upon them as unexpectedly 
and forcibly, as the fun would do upon a man who was born 
deaf and blind, in cafe he fhould fuddenly be brought to fight 
on a clear day. 

“ Being on a dining vifit, with that excellent furgeon and 
anatomilt, the ingenious John Hunter, in the afternoon Ate 
tuiock walked out of the room by himfelf, but prelently re- 
turned with fuch evident marks of terror, that we were all 
greatly alarmed, fearing fome accident had happened to him; 
or, that he had met with an infult from one of the fervants. 
He {eized hold of my hand, and eagerly prefled me to go 
along with him. I afked the caufe of his emotion, but contd 
get nothing more from him than ¢ Come along, come along 
with me,’ and he haftily led me intoa room in the yard, in 
which ftood a glafs cafe, containing many human bones, 
© Look there,’ fays he, with more horror and confternation 
in his countenance, than I ever beheld in that of man before, 
* are thofe the bones of Efquimaux whom Mr. Hunter has 
killed and eaten? Are we to be killed? Will he eat us, and 
put our bones there?’ As the whole company followed us, 
the other Indians had alfo taken the alarm before the old prieft 
had finifhed his interrogatories ; nor did any of them feem 

more at eafe by the reft of us breaking out into a fudden and 
hearty laugh, till I explained to them that thofe were the bones 
cf our own people, who had been executed for certain crimes 
B2 committed 
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cominitted by them, and were preferved there, that Mr. Hunter 
migiit better know how to fet thofe of the living, in cafe any 
of them fhould chance to be broken ; which often happened 
in fo populous.a country. They were then perfectly fatisfied, 
and approved of the practice; but Attuiock’s nerves had re- 
ceived too great a fhock to enable him to refume his ufual 
tranquillity, till he found himfelf {afe in my houfe again. 

“ Paffing through Hyde-park in our way to Holland-houfe, 
and obferving his Majefty looking at the regiment of Old 
Buffs, which were then going to Plymouth, we got out of the 
coach and went up to the front; where I explained to them 
the ufe of that body of men, and of the evolutions which they 
were performing. After his Majefty viewed the regiment 
colletively, the recruits were drawn out at a few paces diftant 
from the left flank, that he might examine them {feparately. 
So great a crowd had gathered round us, as incommoded our 
view of the troops, and attracted the notice of the King, who 
then fent General Harvey to order me with the Indians, into 
the vacant fpace between the regiment and the recruits. 
Rere his Majefty rode flowly paft them, and condefcended to 
falute them by taking off his hat, accompanied with a gracious 
{mile, honours which they were highly pleafed with, and often 
mentioned afterward with great exultation, Nor were they 
in the leaft difpleafed that his Majefty did not {peak to them; 
fince I had previoufly told them not to expect it; and they ob- 
ferved that he fpoke to none but the commanding officer, and 
one or twoof thofe who were in attendance, 

(To be continued.) 


Memoirs of the Life of Mr. Allan Ramfay, the celebrated 
Scotch Poet. 


OWEVER gratifying it may beto obtain fome account 

of anauthor, whofe works have attracied admiration 

and acquired celebrity, we find it often difficult to extend our 
enquiries much beyond acertain period of the prefent century. 
Before the appearance of thofe regular periodical publications, 
which allow no man of meritto * efcape the world unnoticed,” 
any information to be obtained is exceedingly fcanty. Of this, 
the object of the prefent article is a remaikable inftance. No 
poem was ever fo popular in the kingdom of Scoiland as the 
Gentic Shepherd ; yet of the author we have found it a!moft 
impoffible tolearn thofe few particulars which, without going 
into 
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into the Bofwellian niceties of biography, it would be very 
a grecable to know. 

” Allan Ramfay was born about the year 1686. It is ge- 
nerally agreed that he followed the bulinefs of a barber in 
Edinburgh, a fituation which in thofe days may be believed to 
be of the loweft. His tafte i poetry, however, has juitly 
raifed him to a degree of fame that may, in fome meafure, be 
confidered as areco mpence for the frowns of fortune. His 
fongs are in confiderable efteem ; but in the common cole 
lections, being mixed with other productions, itis not eafy to 
afcertain what are really his productions. Mr. Baker ate 
tributes to him the Nuptials, a mafque, printed in 17233; but 
his fame refts chiefly upon the pattoral comedy of Patie and 
Roger, or the Gentle Shepherd. 

Of all poets in the Scottish diale&, fays a critic, the beft 
and greateit, beyond all comparifon, is Allan Ramfay. He 
appears to have itulied Dryden’s ftyle with much attention, 
fince his verfes flow with the moft pleafing volubility. His 
provincial phrafes are few, when compared with thofe of fome 
of his imitators, and ke has felectedthem with fuch happy 
dexterity, that they are almoft equally familiar in every part of 
the kingdom. But this is only a fecondary part of his praife. 
A vein of folid good fenfe, a nice difc imination of character, 
a nervous elegance, and a pathetic fimplicity of expretfion ; 
in a word, the genuine language of nature, of paffion, and of 
poetry, place his paftoral comedy almoft beyond our praile. It 
has been faid, that Ramfay did not write this poem; and when 
that {tory was no longer tenabic, it has been loudly affirmed, 
that at leaft a great part of it was written by fomebody elfe, 
and the whole corrected by gentlemen who were the author’s 
patrons. But ali this is little better than conjecture ; Ramfay 
had no patrons; he might have bad offcious friends, who 
might indulge their own vanity by altering or fupplying a 
line ; but Ramfay died a bankrupt, and it does not therefore 
appear that he efcaped tne fa e of other geniufes who have | been 
countenanced by patrons without generofity 

What his literary acquiremects were, it is difficult. to af- 
certain. He was, however, the firft whoeftabliihed a circulae 
ting library in Scotland, and having then relinquilhed his 
former butinefs, it may be fu, poled iat a genius like his would 
not be confined to the mechanical lervices of a library keeper. 

The time of hisdeath is{o va.ioufly related, that we find 
the dates differ fo widely as 1758 ani 1743, the latter appears 
to us the moft probable. One of his family, Alian Ramfay, 


Efq. 
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Efg. his fon, the celebrated painter, died afew years ago, on 
his return from the Continent. He was principal portrait- 
painter to their Majefties, By his death, the polite and literary 
world fuftained an irreparable lofs, as few men exceeded him 
in correctnefs of tafte, brilliancy of wit, or foundnefs of un= 
derftanding. His writings bear the ftamp of all thefe excel 
Iencies, and his merit as an artift has been Jong acknowledged. 

The following letter was written by the paftoral poetto Mr. 
John Smibert, a portrait painter, wholeft England with Dean 
Berkely, to fettle in Bermudas, It is dated Edinburgh, May 10, 
1736. 

«& My dear old friend, 

* Your healthand happinefs are ever ane addition to my 
fatisfaction. God make your life ever cafy and pledant—half 
a century of years have now row’d o’er my pow, that begins 
now to be fart; yet, thanksto my author, 1 eat, drink, and 
fleep as found as I did twenty years fyne (ago) yes, I laugh 
heartily too, and find as many fubjects to employ the faculty 
upon as ever; fools, fops,and knaves grow as rank as formerly, 
yet here and there are to be found good and worthy men, who 
are ane honour to humane \fe. We have fmall hopes of feeing 
you again in our old world; then let us be virtuous and hope to 
mect in Heaven. My good auld wife is ftill my bedfellow ; 
my fou Allan has besa purfuing your fcience fince he was a 
dozen years auld—was with M:. Hyflidg, at London, for fome 
time, about two yearsago; has been fince at home painting 
here like a Raphael—fets out for the feat of the beaft, beyond 
the Alps, within a month hence—to be away about two years. 
I’m fweer (loth) to part with him, but canna item the current, 
which flows from the advice of his patrons and his own in- 
clinations—I have three daughters, one of feventeen, one of 
fixtcen, and one of twelve years old, and no rewayled dragle 
among them, all finc girls. Thefe fix or feven years palt I 
have not written a line of poctry. I e’en gave overin good 
time, before the coolnefs of fancy, that attends advanced years, 
thould make me rifk the reputation I had acquired, 


Frac twenty-five to five and forty 

“ My mufe was neither /weer nor dorty; 

“ My Pegafus wad break his tether, 

&¢ E’en at the /hagging of a feather. ‘ 
* And throw ideas {cour like drift, 

Streaking his wings up to the lift 5 
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“ Then, then my /au/ was in a low 3 
«© That gart my numbers fafely row; 
*¢ But ei/d and judgment gin to fay, 
“ Let be you fangs, and leara to praye 
“ F am, Sir, your friend and fervant, 


“ ALLAN RAMSAY.” 


Few works have undergone publication more frequent than 
the Gentle Shepherd. I is alfo very popular on the Scotch 
ftage, but there, as well as on the Englifh ftage, where it ap- 
peared in 1781, it isalmoft impoffible to colle& a fet of pers 
formers capable of doing juftice to the language; and in 
England ithas been found as difficult to collect an audience 
capable of underftanding it when property fpoken. For thefe 
reafons the chief pleafure it affords has been in the clofet, and 
that reader has little tafte, and lefs knowledge of poetry, who 
does not relifh its fimple beauties, 


On the bef METHOD of DRESSING POTATOES. 


T has been aflerted that the water in which potatoes are 
boiled is very unwholefome, and the unpleafant flavour 
obfervable in foups wherein potatoes have been boiled, come 
pared with foups in which they have been added afterwards, 
joined to the following faéts, appear to confirm the affertion : 
—Pigs, that have been attempted to be fattened with that root, 
have always been found to decline when ithas been given to 
them with the water. The ingenious Dr. Ellis, ina paper in 
the 59th vol, of the Philofophical Tranfactions, has fhewn, that 
4 quantity of New River water, in which a potatoe had beea 
boiled, became loaded with animalcula of a linear fhape and 
of wonderful celerity. Thefe facts feem therefore to point out 
to us the propriety of boiling the potatoes by themfelves, and 
adding them afterwards tothe foup or pottage: And indeed, 
the fetid fmell which is obfervable in the waterin which moft 
vegetables are boiled, induces me to believe, that if the veges 
tabies are to be bailed (or parboiled) feparately, and after being 
well-drained, added tothe foup, and then boiled together for a 
fhort time, it would prove equally palatable and abundantly 
more nutritious. 


CURIOUS 
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ek following extraordinary epitaph is on a tombin St. 
Martin’s church, Leicefter : 

“ Here lyeth the bodie of John Deyrich, who departed thys 
life April 2d, 1589, veing about the age of 76 years. He did 
marrie Mary the daugiter of Johd Bond, Eig. of Wardend, 
in the countieof Warwick. He'lived withthe fayde Mary in 
one houfe 52 yeeres, and in all that tyme never buryed he 
manne, womanne, nor chylde, althoughe there were fometymes 
twentie in the houihholde. He had iflue by the fayd Mary five 
fonnes and feven daughters. Thefayde John was Maior of 
the towne 1559, and againe anno 1572. The fayde Mary 
lived to ninetie feven yeercs, and departed on the 8th of De- 
cember 1611. She dyd fee before her departure of her chyl- 
dren and chyldrens chyldren to the number of 142.” 


For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
ARABIAN HEAD-DRESS. 


OTHING can be mare inconvenient or expenfive than 
the head-drefs worn by Arabians of fafhion. They 
wear fifteen caps, one over another, fome of which are indeed 
of linen, but the reft of thick cloth or cotton. That which 
covers al] the reft is ufually richly embroidered with gold, and 
has always fome fentence of the Koran embroidered upon it. 
Over all thefe caps they wrap a large piece of muflin, calied a 
fajch, ornamented at the ends, which flow lcofe upon the fhoul- 
ders, with filk or golden fringes. As it muft be very difagree- 
able, in a hot country, to have the head always loaded in this 
manner, the Arabians, when in their own houfes, or with inti- 
mate friends, lay afide this ufelefs weight, all to one or two of 
the caps. But, before perfons whom they are obliged to treat 
with ceremony or refpect, they dare not appear without their 
turbans. Thofe who defire to pais for men of learning, 
difcover their pretenfions by the bulk of their turbans, 
[Does not tomething of the fame kind prevail among ft oure 
felves, with refpect to perriwigs ?] 
The common clafs of Aravs wear only two caps, with the 
Jych careletsly bound on the head, 


4 SINGULAR 
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ASINGULAR WILL 


A, Jewel:, of St. Mary Axe, who died a few days azo, 
A made a fingular will; fhe directed her body to be bu- 
ried in Jerufalem, and twelve Jews, who were to accompany 
it, co have 400), each for their trouble—two on departure, and 
the other two on their return to England, after executing their 
commiffion. -This will is tobe literally obeyed, and the body 
will foon fet off, attended with all its funeral honours. 





Anfwer, by P. of Darfetfbire, to the Pupil’s Rebus, inferted 
Augufl 17. 


HE initials when aright combin’d, 


They brought an INDEX tomy mind. 
*¢* We have reccived the like anfwer from a_ pupil of 
W.S. of Ivy-bridge ; a pupil of Mr. Tucker’s fchool, at 
Heytefbury; T. D.and J. ricld, junior, of Staverton. 








Anfwer, by G. Perham, of Chard Academy, to F. Turner’s Re- 
bus, inferted Auguft 17. 


o &- SWALLOW is the bird you mean, 


As in your lines is plainly feen, 


*\* We have received the like anfwer from Rofebud, of 
Weft Coker; J. A. of Sherborne; P. of Sherborne; Wil- 
liam Goyne, of Lifkeard; W. S. of Ivy-bridge; J. Field, 
junior, and T. D. of Staverton; Wm. Nedwab, of Plymouth 
Dock; N. Coles, junior, of Crediton; a pupil of Mr. Tuc- 
ker’s fchool at Heytefbury; and Philmo, 


4 REBUS, ty IY. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


E riddleis, endow'd with deep penetration, 
My firft had the gift once of articulation; 
My fecond you'll quickly difcover I guefs, 
Select a conjunétion, the fame you’ll exprefs ; 
Deluded, and by the fly ferpent outwitted, 
Our primitive pareats my laft, Sirs, committed ; 
When the feveral parts are together connedted, 
An infamous character will be deteSted, 


Vor. XXVII, 673. C 4a 
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An ENIGMA, éy TZ. Taylor, of Lifkeard, 


E elevated youths attend, 
To one who is indeed a friend 
To you, and all mankind: 
And when I’ve hinted of my name, 
There is no doubt, ye bards of fame, 
But you will me define. 


I’ve been well-known fome years ago, 
As this, no doubt, will plainly fhow, 
By tracing further on: 
The precepts that I give to mcn, 
Do far outvie the richeft gem, 
That’s form’d in Peru’s land. 


Altho’ I am fuch diadem, 
I’m treated ill by wicked men, 

But ah! that time will come: 
When the thrill trumpet will refound, 
Throw terror and difmay around, 

’ Tis there they mect their doom. 


Where the hoarfe cannon loudly roar, 
The plains are ftrew’d with horrid gore, 
By human bodies flain: 
Oh! I am happy for to fay, 
Tis not my lot to pafs this way, 
Where fuch deitruction reigus, 


Jn wifdom I do far excel 

The brighteft man that now doth dwell 
Upon this terrene ball : 

For I can recollect and mind 

What did occur in Adam’s time, 
Vis true, I tell you all. 


Becaufe I boaft ye think Iam, 

OF courfe, an oftentatious man, 
Butlam not; ’tis true: 

I am, indeed, your fafeft guide, 

While down the ftream of life you glide, 
So nowy ye gents, adieu, 


§+§ Several Pieces of Poetry lately received are much too ine 
accurate for Infertion, 





POETRY. 
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On the NATIVITY of CHRIST. 
By Wiuir1aM Paut. 


6 Unto us this Day ts born a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord.” Lukeil, s 


WAKE, my early thoughts; my mufe, 
Salvation for an anthem chufe, 
Salvation born this day ; 
This day our Saviour came below 
To fave us from eternal woe, 
And guide to Heaven the way. 


Thro’ life let this moft glorious morns 
As annually I mark its dawn, 
Engage my willing praife ; 
For he that brought falvation down, 
And wears the everiafting crown, 
Mutt claim my grateful lays. 


Oh let him have my heart and voice! 
My Saviour! ftill will I rejoice, 
In thy redeeming grace ; 
Thy praifes humbly will I fing, 
My Jefus! Univerfal King! 
And feek thy heavenly face. 


Hafte then, on thisaufpicious day, 
In his ble temples homage pay, 
And greet this love divine ; 
Join the angelic choir on high, 
Who holy! holy! holy! cry, 
Without a pauie of time! 


Caftle Cary, Chrifimasy 1795+ 





LINES #o a DYING INFANT. 


ENDER foftnefs! Infant mild! 
Perfe&, {weeteft, lovelieft child ! 
Tranfient luftre, beauteous clay ! 

‘ Smiling wonder of a day ! 
HK Ere the laft convulfive ftart 
Rend thy unrefilting heart, 
Ere the long enduring fwoon 
P Weigh thy precious eyelids down, 
» 2 Ah! 


0 ine 
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Ah! regard a mother’s moan, 
Anguifh deeper than thy own! 
F airelt eyes, ‘whofe daw ning light, 
Late with rapture bleft my fight, 
Ere your orbs extinguith’d be, 
Bend their trembling beams on me. 
Drooping { eetnels | verdant flower! 
Blooming, with’ring in an hour! 
Ere thy gentle breatt fut: tins 
Lateft, fierceft, mortal pains, 
Hear a fuppliant ; let me be 
Partner in thy deftiny. 





N. B. This comparifon, like many of Homer's fimilics, ; 


only in the principal point, the impetuofity of the two animals 
compared, 
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Chrifimas Eve: Or, The Mop Triumphant. 


7HOE'ER has feen on Afric’s defert thore, 
Where {avage montters lurk, and lions r 
An hun tigre ts, rafhing on her prey, 
Burft thr& the entangled thickets in her way ; 
In vain the hunter’ fhouts affault her ears, 
She {corns th eir clamours, and defies their {pears ; 
Unaw’d amid the attacks of dogs and men, 
She bears her prize in triumph to her den. 
With equal fury, arm’d with mops and brooms, 
The Britith houfe-maid traveries your rooms ; 
No force her operations c.n withitand, 
Nor gods nor men arreft her fcouring hand ; 
About her waitt her twilted apron bound, i 
On pattens rais’d, the ftalks th’ apartments round 5 
Her floating batteries, dathing from her pail, 
By hydroftatic laws, the walls aflail ; 
Her roly arms their wonted labours ply, 
Chairs, tables, fophas, ftools, betore her fly. 
In vain her hap! efs mafter ftorms an frets ; ; 
Madam commands, and Nancy braves his threats. 
His books and papers {catter’d on the floors 
He iwears, the as and fings, and {crubs the more ; 
(For evilsin domettic life there are, 
ee this the leaft, would make a p: arfon {wear.) 
Frefh ttreams of water brim-fall pails fupply, 
Left the drench'd floor too rapidly grow Gry ; 
Till wet and dam; each room, the faucy quean 
Now proudly boatts, the houfe for once is clean. 
For a t and clean, with every Britifh dame, 
Say what you pleafe, will always mean the fame. 


J 


The Second in Commend. 





